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I hereby certify that this correspondence is being deposited with the United 
States Postal Service as First Class Mail in an envelope addressed to: Assistant 
Commissioner for Patents, Washington, DC 20231 on IVTarch 16, 2001. 



Signed: 




Jacquie m. Vo 



INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 
UNDER 37 CFR S61 .56 AND 1.97rc^ 



Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, DC 20231 

Dear Sir: 



The references listed in the attached PTO Form 1449 may be material to examination of 
the above-identified patent application. Applicants submit the list of these references in 
comphance with their duty of disclosure pursuant to 37 CFR §§ 1 .56 and 1 .97. The Examiner is 
requested to make these references of official record in this application. The above-identified 
application is a continuation of prior application U.S. Patent Application No. 09/144,514. This 
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prior application is being relied upon for an earlier filing date under 35 U.S.C. § 120. Because 
the listed references were either cited by the PTO, or submitted to the PTO in the prior 
application, under 37 CFR § 1.98(d) Applicants submit that copies need not be provided. 

This Information Disclosure Statement is not to be construed as a representation that a 
search has been made, that additional information material to the examination of this application 
does not exist, or that these references indeed constitute prior art. 

This Information Disclosure Statement is believed to be filed before the mailing date of a 
first Office Action on the merits. Accordingly, it is believed that no fees are due in connection 
with the filing of this Information Disclosure Statement. However, if it is determined that any 
fees are due, the Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge such fees to Deposit Account 50- 
1652 (Order No. AFFYP007X1C1). 



Respectfully submitted, 




Michael J. Ritter 
Reg. No. 36,653 



RiTTER, LANG & KAPLAN LLP 
12930 Saratoga Ave., Suite Dl 
Saratoga, CA 95070 
(408) 446-8690 
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